
 

Page 1 

 

Locating Gold, Gems, and Minerals  
The official publication of the  

Trails and Tales of UPI 
 www.unitedprospectors.com 

December 2022 No. 361 Vol. 12-22 

United Prospectors Inc. Publications © 

Happy Holidays from UPI! 



 

Page 2 

 UNITED PROSPECTORS INC.  (UPI)© 

THE TRAILS AND TALES OF UPI© 

The Family oriented small scale mining  

organization. 

UPI JOURNAL© /  NEWSLETTER© 

LOCATING GOLD GEMS AND 

 MINERALS© 

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief  - Dan DiCarlo 

Production of Guidebook -  Jim McGann 

Subscriptions/Membership/Circulation -  

  Jim McGann 

UPI Business - Dan DiCarlo 

Direct all mail to:  

United Prospectors Inc. 

PO Box 693284 

Stockton, CA 95269-3284 

     The UPI Newsletter (ISSN 1544-7774) is 

published 5-6 issues per year, during the 

normal mining season. A “Members  

Guidebook” is also published. Membership is 

$45.00/year and includes first class mailing of 

the Newsletter and Members Guidebook in the 

United States, to all new members. New 

Lifetime Membership is $450.00 and provides 
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CONTACTING THE UPI BOARD 
 

DIRECT ALL MAIL TO: 
United Prospectors Inc. 

PO Box 693284 
Stockton, CA  95269-3284 

 

PRESIDENT 
Dan DiCarlo 

theupipresident@gmail.com  

(925)334-0475 

VICE PRESIDENT 
John Lopez 

harleypop@sbcglobal.net  

TREASURER 
Kim Dessaussois 

Treasurer.UPI@gmail.com   

SECRETARY 
Lydia Hough 

Lydia95252@gmail.com  

MEMBERSHIP 
James McGann 

jim.upimembership@gmail.com  

PUB./ED-IN-CHIEF 
Dan DiCarlo 

theupieditor@gmail.com  

CLAIMS MANAGER 
Louie Ettlin 

swisssnapper@sbcglobal.net  

OUTING 
COORDINATOR 
Colleen Campbell  

colleencampbell895@gmail.com  

WAYS & MEANS 
Cal Courtnier 

courtnc@hotmail.com  

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Historian: Vacant 

 

Wagon master: Vacant 

 

Webmaster: Dan DiCarlo  theupiwebmaster@gmail.com  

CHAPTERS 

Contact the chapter chairperson(s) for meeting information: 

 

Central Valley Chairperson:  Mike Steele   209-351-2647  

                                       and Anthony Davenport   209-585-5734  Centralvalleyupi@gmail.com 

 

 Contra Costa Chairperson:  Dan DiCarlo,  (925)334-0475  Contracostaupi@gmail.com 

 

Please contact the UPI President if you are interested in starting a chapter in your area. 
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Hello! 

I hadn’t planned on creating a December newsletter, but we’ve just 
wrapped up our stint at the Lodi Gold Show, and I wanted to share some 
thoughts with the club instead of waiting until the January 2023 newsletter. 

First of all , I would like to thank all of our club members. You have made 
United Prospectors, Inc. the oldest and probably one of the largest gold 
prospecting clubs in the US. We appreciate your support and dedication to 
the club, and I hope to see all of you next year, either at one of our chapter 
meetings, or at one of our outings on our claims. 

I would also like to thank our board members whose volunteering efforts to 
help the club have made my job a lot easier. I appreciate all of the hard work 
that each of you put in this year to make the club better and more enjoyable 
for everyone. Thank you! 

We will be holding our club board meeting early on in January, so if you 
have any ideas and/or suggestions for the board to consider, please reach 
out to me over the next few weeks and let me know. I will present your 
thoughts to the board, and we will see if we can make them happen. 

There are a few ideas that have been discussed lately, and a brief 
description of them are in this newsletter. Please take a minute or so to 
review them, and let me know if there is anything that can be tweaked. 

We want the club to be enjoyable for YOU, and we welcome any and all of 
your ideas and/or suggestions. 

Have a Happy Holiday, and we will see you in 2023! 

 

Take care, 

Dan DiCarlo 

UPI President 

 

UNITED PROSPECTORS INC. 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
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Hello! 

I was contacted recently by Kevin Bell of the Delta Gold Diggers, a Stockton GPAA chapter, 
who graciously invited United Prospectors, Inc. (UPI) to have a booth at the Gold and Gem 
Show held in Lodi on December 3 & 4. We jumped at the chance to man t a booth at the 
show, as we knew that the GPAA gold shows are always well attended, and that this would 
be a great opportunity to promote our club. 

Friday set-up, planned and organized by Kevin, was fairly straight forward and worked like 
a charm due to the tireless efforts of the folks who showed up to prepare for the event.  

Saturday had a good showing of attendees, in spite of the rain and nasty weather. We did 
our usual spiel of promoting both the Central Valley chapter out of Stockton, and the 
Contra Costa chapter in Concord.  

We had our usual stack of free gold prospecting magazines, our membership applications, 
our metal detecting finds display, and our always-popular magnet fishing display.  

Saturday night was capped by the AMRA dinner, featuring Shannon Poe and his amazing 
drawing. AMRA always gives out thousands of dollars worth of prizes, and that night was 
no exception.  

The night’s guest of honor was Carlos Minor of Gold Rush: White Water, who was in 
attendance with his lovely wife and their small children. 

Sunday’s crowd was noticeably smaller than Saturday’s, no doubt the AMRA dinner was a 
big draw for the Saturday folks. We were still able  to talk to a few people about our club 
and Sunday’s tear down worked like clockwork under Kevin’s excellent direction. 

Overall, the show was a success for our club as we were able to hand out quite a few 
membership applications, and  we got one renewal and one new membership. 

I would like to thank Cal Courtnier, Lydia Hough, and Ben Castricone for helping me at the 
booth. 

I would also like to thank Kevin Bell, for inviting UPI to the gold show, and thanks to the 
Delta Gold Diggers for allowing UPI to attend! 

 

Dan DiCarlo 

UPI President 

LODI GOLD SHOW!! 
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UPI at the Lodi Gold Show! 



 

Page 6 

Central Valley Chapter of 

United Prospectors, Inc. 

The chapter will be having a Christmas 

party!! 

Date:   December 14, 2022 

Location:  Eagles Hall 

   1492 Bourbon St., Stockton, CA 

Time:  6:30PM 

See the details on the next page! 
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Central Valley Christmas Party Details! 

In addition to their regular drawing, the chap-
ter will be hosting 3 bingo games where you 
can win either some really nice gold, or a one 
year membership to AMRA. 

The chapter will also be having separate  
chances to win a few gold nuggets, one of 
which weighs more than a gram! 

The chapter also has a drawing for a RTIC 20 
quart cooler with handle. 

The dinner will be a potluck, and the chapter 
will be supplying turkey, ham, plates, utensils, 
and napkins. 

What you should bring: 
First letter of your 
last name 

Please bring: 

A,B,C,D Desserts, pies, cakes, cookies, pudding. 

E,F,G,H Side dish to main meal, broccoli, casseroles, corn, etc. 

I,J,K,L Bread, muffins, biscuits, and butter. Rolls are important! 

M,N,O,P Salads, lettuce, greens, and dressings. 

Q,R,S,T Appetizers, chips and dips, cheese and crackers, any finger foods. 

U,V,W,X,Y,Z Potatoes, mashed! Potatoes au gratin. 
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Outings: 

The 2023 outings to our claims will feature a chance for you to win an additionl 
drawing item that will be awarded at the Coulterville Pre-Thanksgiving Feed 
event in October. Tickets for this item will only be available for purchase at our 
outings. 

Also, those attending an outing will receive one chance at a special prize to be 
awarded at the Coulterville event. You will receive one chance for each outing 
that you attend. 

Food Drive: 

In order to help those families in our local communities who are in need of 
assistance, both the Central Valley and Contra Costa chapters will be hosting a 
food drive throughout 2023.  

If you bring 2 non-perishable items to your chapter’s meeting, you will receive 
one ticket towards a prize to be awarded at the Coulterville Feed in October.  

This food drive will start with the January meetings of both chapters, and will 
extend until our Coulterville event. 

The donated food items will be dropped off monthly at a local food bank. 

Community Outreach: 

Earlier this year, UPI had a booth at several rock and gem shows, speaking to 
the public and promoting our club. This effort resulted in several new 
members. We will be developing a plan to have a booth in more shows and 
fairs/festivals, and will be again reaching out to the general public to inform 
them of our club.  

For example, If I am still the club’s president next year, we will probably have a 
booth at the International Sportsman Expo (ISE) held each January in 
Sacramento. 

If you know of any events within the Concord or Stockton areas, please let me 
know at theupipresident@gmail.com. If you would like to volunteer to man a 
booth at any of next year’s events, please let me know that as well. 

Some Changes…. 
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The chapter meets on the first Tuesday of every 
month at: 

Contra Costa Water District Building 

1331 Concord Ave. 

Concord, CA 

7PM-9PM 

C o n t r a  C o s t a  2 0 2 3  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g s  

January 3 

February 7 

March 7 

April 4 

May 2 

June 6 

July 4 

August 1 

September 5 

October 3 

November 7 

December 5 
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The chapter meets on the second Wednesday of 
every month at: 

Eagles Hall 

1492 Bourbon St. 

Stockton, CA 

6:30PM-8:30PM 

C e n t r a l  Va l l e y  2 0 2 3  C h a p t e r  M e e t i n g s  

January 11 

February 8 

March 8 

April 12 

May 10 

June 14 

July 12 

August 9 

September 13 

October 11 

November 8 

December 13 
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Membership is open to anyone interested, 18 years or older. One membership includes a spouse & children under the age of 18.   

All memberships are good for a period of 1 year and will expire on your anniversary date. 
  
 Membership Dues:  (check your preference below)     Number of qualifying family members _________ 
  
 Annual Membership $45.00/year: New_____   Renewal ______    Lifetime Membership $450.00:_____   
     Foreign Countries $55.00/year:_____  
  
Name:___________________________________________________________  Phone  (      __  )________________________ 
  
Address: ______________________________________  E-mail Address: __________________________________________   
  
City: _______________________________     State: _____         County: _____________________       Zip code: ___________    
 
 Country:__________________ 
 
 
How did you hear about us? ______________________________________December newsletter______________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     _______ Yes, I  want to receive the newsletter and renewal reminders electronically.  If you checked yes, please make sure 
you have included an email address above.  
  
I hereby apply for membership/renewal with United Prospectors, Inc. (“United Prospectors”).  I understand that United Pro-
spectors and its agents do not provide goods or services for my activities including, for example, mining equipment or sup-
plies, lodging, transportation, food service, etc.  United Prospectors is not liable for any negligent or willful act or failure to act 
by providers of such goods or services during my activities. I acknowledge that there may be certain risks involved with activi-
ties as a member including, but not limited to, rugged or uneven terrain, uncertain or unpredictable river currents, physical 
exertion for which I am not prepared, other unknown forces of nature, high altitude, accident or illness without access to 
means of rapid evacuation or availability of medical supplies, the adequacy of medical attention once provided, or negligence 
on the part of United Prospectors.  I HEREBY AGREE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MY OWN WELFARE AND ACCEPT ANY AND ALL 
RISKS OF UNANTICIPATED EVENTS, ILLNESS, INJURY, EMOTIONAL TRAUMA, OR DEATH.  I acknowledge that the cost of United 
Prospectors memberships is based upon participants executing this Release of Liability.  Therefore, as lawful consideration for 
being permitted to participate as a member, I hereby RELEASE AND DISCHARGE FOREVER UNITED PROSPECTORS FROM AND 
AGAINST ANY AND ALL LIABILITY ARISING FROM MY MEMBERSHIP OR MY ACTIVITIES AS A MEMBER.  I agree that this release 
shall be legally binding upon me personally, all members of my family and all minors traveling with me, my heirs, successors, 
assigns, and legal representatives, it being my intention to fully assume all the risk associated with my activities as a member 
and to release United Prospectors from any and all liabilities to the maximum extent permitted by law. 
 

I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER AND HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THIS RELEASE AND MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
  

SIGNATURE_____________________________________________    DATE________________  UPI Member #____________ 
                        (Renewal only) 

Please mail this completed (signed and dated) application along with your check/money order to: 
  

United Prospectors Inc. 
PO Box 693284 

Stockton, CA 95269-3284 
  

Please allow 4 weeks for your application to be processed  
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